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national private law. In time of peace it is hardly probable
that these rights will be infringed; if they are, such in-
fringements will be immediately expiated. Any one who,
even superficially, attacks the honour of a State, challenges
by his action the very nature of the State. To reproach a
State for having a too irritable sense of honour is to fail to
appreciate the moral laws of politics. A State must have
a very highly-developed sense of honour, if it is not to be
disloyal to its own nature. The State is not a violet bloom-
ing in the shade. Its power must stand forth proud and
refulgent, and it must not allow this power to be dis-
puted, even in matters of forms and symbols. If the flag
of the State is insulted, it is the duty of the State to demand
satisfaction, and, if satisfaction is not forthcoming, to
declare war, however trivial the occasion may appear; for
the State must strain every nerve to preserve for itself
that respect which it enjoys in the State-system.

" From this it also follows that the limitations which
States impose upon themselves by means of treaties are
voluntary self-limitations, and that all treaties are concluded
with the mental reservation rebus sic stantibus. There never
has been a State, and there never will be a State, which, in
concluding a treaty, seriously intended to keep it for ever.
No State is in a position to conclude a treaty (which neces-
sarily implies a certain limitation of its sovereignty) for all
time to come. The State always has in mind the possibility
of annulling the treaty at some future date ; and indeed the
treaty is only valid so long as the conditions under which it
was made have not entirely altered. This idea has been
declared inhuman, but actually it is humane. Only if the
State knows that all its treaties have only a conditional
validity, will it make its treaties wisely. History is not
meant to be considered from the standpoint of a judge
presiding over a civil lawsuit. From this point of view
Prussia, since she had signed the Tilsit treaty, ought not to
have attacked Napoleon in 1813. But this treaty, too, was
concluded rebus sic stantibtis; and the circumstances (thank
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